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Amendments To The Claims: 

39.(Cuirently amended) A stent with a proximal end, a distal end and a longitudinal axis, the 
stent comprising: 

a pluraUty of imdulating band^like elements having a plurality of turns forming alteroaiing 
peaks and troughs, each undulating band-like element extending aboxrt the longitudinal axis, the 
pluraUty of undulating band-like elements extending fiom the proximal end of the stem to the distal 
end of the stent, adjacent undulating band-Uke elements separated by gaps which are shorter in 
longitudinal length than the undulating band-like elements, 

the plurality of undulatmg band-like elements including a first undulating band-like element, 
a second undulating band-like element and a third undulating band-Uke element, the second 
undulating band-Uke element disposed between the first and third undulating band-Uke elements, and 
a pluraUty of substantially Unear interconnecting elements extending between undulating 
band-like elements which are adjacent one another, each interconnecting element having a first end 
and a second end which is offset circumferentiaUy and longitudinaUy along the stent fi;om the first 
end, intereonnecti tifT element s which are c irmmferenti allv adjacent one anotiier separated by_a 
nluraUtv of turns along each of the undulating band-Uke el ements which they connect, 

the plurality of interconnecting elements including first interconnecting elements and second 
interconnecting elements, 

the first interconnecting elements extending between peaks on the first undulating band-like 
element and troughs on the second undulating band-like element, the number of peaks on the first 
undulating band-like element exceeding the number of first interconnecting elements, the second 
interconnecting elements extending between peaks on the second undulating band-like element and 
troughs on the third undulating band-Uke element, the number of peaks on the second undulating 
band-like element exceeding the number of second interconnecting elements, 

wherein the number of peaks of the first undulating band-like element separating 
ciicumferentially adjacent jBrst interconnecting elements is less than the number of peaks of the 
second undulating band-like element separating circumferentiaUy adjacent second interconnecting 
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40.(Previoiisly presented) A stent with a proximal end, a distal end and a longitudinal axis, the 
stent comprising: 

a pluraHty of imdulating band-like elements having alternating peaks and troughs, each 
undulatingband-like element extending about the longitudinal axis, th^ 

like elements extending from the proximal end of the stent to the distal end of the stent, adjacent 
undulating band-like elements separated by gaps which are shorter in longitudinal length than the 
undulating band-like elements, 

, the plurality of undulating band-like elements including a first undulating band-like element, 
a second undulating band-like element, a third undulating band-Uke element, and a fourth band-like 
element, the second undulating band-Uke element disposed between the jBrst and third undulating 
band-like elements, the third undulating band-like elemem disposed between the second and fourth 
undulating band-like elements, and 

a plurality of interconnecting elements extending between undulating band-like elements 
v^diich are adjacent one another, each interconnecting element having a first end and a second end 
which is offset circunrfferentially and longitudinally along the stent from the first end, 

the plurality of interconnecting elements including first interconnecting elements, second 
interconnecting elements, and third interconnecting elements, 

the first interconnecting elements extending between peaks on the first undulating band-like 
element and troughs on the second undulating band-Uke element, the number of peaks on the first 
undulating band-Uke element exceeding the number of first interconnecting elements, the second 
interconnecting elements extending between peaks on the second undulating band-Uke element and 
troughs on the third undulating band-like element, the number of peaks on the second undulating 
band-Uke element exceeding the number of second interconnecting elements, the third 
interconnecting elements extending between peaks on the third undulating band-like element and 
troughs on the fourdi undulating band-Uke element, 

the number of peaks of the first undulating band-Uke element separating ciicumferentiaUy 
adjacent first interconnecting elements being less than the number of peaks of the second undulating 
band-like element separating circumferentially adjacent second interconnecting elements 
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wherein each second mterconnecting element is separated from the third interconnecting 
elementneaiest to itbyasingle peak ofthe third unddatingband-likedemeotandasin^^ 

the third undulating band-like element 

41. (Previously presented) The stent of claim 40 where one third interconnecting element extends 
from every third peak of the third undulating band-hke element 

42. (Canceled) 

43. (Previously presented) The stent of claim 40 where the hiterconnecting elements are 
substantially linear. 

44. (Previously presented) The stent of claim 41 -wliere the interconnecting elements are 
substantially linear. 

45 .(Previously presented) The stent of cldm 40 v^^iereinthe firet undulating band-like element is 
characterized by a first amplitude and the second undulating band-like element is characterized by a 
second amplitude, the first amplitude greater than the second amplitude. 
46.(Previously presented) A stent with a longitudinal axis, the stent comprising: 

a pluialily of undulating band-like elements having alternating peaks and troughs, 
each undulating band-like element exteading about the longitudinal axis, the plurality of undulating 
band-like elements including a proximal undulating band-like element of a single first wavelength 
and single first amplitude having alternating peaks and troughs, an intermediate undulating band-like 
element of a single second wavelength and single second amplitude having alternating peaks and 
troughs, and a distal undulating band-like element of the first wavelMigth and first amplitude having 
alternating peaks and troughs, the intermediate undulating band-like elOTxent disposed between the 
proximal and distal undulating band-like elements, and 

a plurality of mterconnecting elements extending between undulating band-like elements 
which are adjacent one anotiier, each interconnecting element having a first end and a second end 
which is offset circumferentially and longitudinally along the stent from the first end, 

the plurality of interconnecting elements including first inteiconnectiiig elenients and second 

interconnecting elements, 

the first interconnecting elements extending between peaks on the proximal undulating band- 
like element and troughs on the intermediate undulating band-like eleinoit. 
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the second mterconnectmg elements extending between peaks on the intennediatemdulating 
band-like element and troughs on the distal widulating band-like element, 

wherein the first ends of the first interconnecting elements extend from every third peak of 
the proximal undulating band-like element and the second ends of the second interconnecting 
elements extend from eveiy third trough of the distal undulating band-Uke element. 

47. (Previously presented) The stent of claim 46 wherein the pluraUty of undulating band-like 
elenients further comprises a second distal undulating band-like element having alternating peaks 
and troughs, the second distal undulating band-like element distal to the distal undulating band-like 
element, 

the plurality of interconnecting elements including third interconnecting elMients extending 
between peaks on the distal undulating band-hke element and troughs on the second distal 

undulating band-like element, 

wherein each second interconnecting element is separated from the third interconnecting 
element nearest to it by a single peak and a single trough of the distal undulating band-like element 

48. (Previously presented) The stent of claim 47 wherein the interconnecting dements are linear. 

49. (Previously presented) The stent of claim 48 wherein tiie first amplitude is greater than the 
second amplitude, and the first wavelength is greater than the second wavelengtti. 

50. CCuiiently Amended) A stent with a longitudinal axis, the stent comprismg: 

a plurality of undulating band-like elements having alternating peaks and troughs, each 
undulating band-like element extending about the longitudinal axis, undulating band-like elements 
which are adj acort one another separated by a gap which is shorter in longitudinal length than eadi 
of the adjacent undulating band-like elements, the plurality of undulatmg band-like elements 
including a fir«t undulating band-like elemait and a second undulating band-like elemait, the first 
and second undulating band-like elements adjacent one anotiier, and 

a plurality of substantially linear mtercoimecting elements extending between undulating 
band-like elements which are adjacent one another, each interconnecting element having a first end 
and a second end which is offset circumferentially and longitudinally along the stent from the first 
end, the plurality of mterconnecting elements including first mterconnecting elements, the first 
interconnecting elements extending between peaks on the first undulating band-like element and 
troughs on tiie second undulating band-like element, there being fewer interconnecting elements 
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extending between ifae first and second undulating band-like elements than peaks on the first 
undulating band-like element first interconnecting elements which are adjacent one another 
connected to each other via a first path along the undulating first band-like element, the first,path 
having a first leTig th. the first path being the shortest p a th along the first undulating band-Uke 
element which comiects adjacent first connecting elements, and via a second path along the 
midulating second band-like element, the second path having a second length, the second path beinp 
the shortest path alone the second undulating band-like eleme nt which connects adjacent first 
connecting elements, adiacent first interconnecting ele m e n ts and the first and second paths which 
connect them defining one celt 

vi^erein the first path length is different fi-om the second path length. 

51. (Canceled) 

52. (Previously presented) \ The stent of claim 50 wherein the first and second undulating band- 
like elements are characterized by different amplitudes. 

53. (Previously presented) The stent ofclaim 50 M^erein the first path length is longer than the 
second path length. 

54. (Currently amended) A stent ^ving a plurality of cells, the stent c omprising: 

a plurality of undulating band-like elements havmg altemating peaks and troughs, the 
plurality of undulatiBg band-like elements including a first undulating band-like element, a second 
undulating band-like element and a third undulating band-like element, the first, second and third 
undulating band-like elements disposed sequentially along the length of the stent, and 

a plurality of substanfially linear interconnecting elements extending between xmdulating 
band-like elements which are adjacent one another, each interconnecting element having a first end 
and a second end which is offset circumferentially and longitudinally along the stent firom the first 
end, the interconnecting elements shorter in length than the undulating band-like elements which 
they connect, 

the pluraUty of interconnecting elements including first interconnecting elements extending 
between peaks on the first undulating band-like element and troughs on the second undulating band- 
like elMnent and second interconnecting elements extending betweenpeaks on the second undulating 
band-like element and troughs on the third undulating band-Uke element, first interconnecting 
elements which are adjacent one another connected to each other via a first path along the first 
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undulating band-like elemeot, th- ^ f"^^ T"""^"P « r^^'^"*^ ^^'^^'^ ""'^ andbeinR the 

.hnrrp^ path aloTi f the fast imdul ^ tincr hand-like dement between adj^r^t firsf tntercomiectinR 
dements, second inteicomiectmg elements ^diich are adjacent one another connected to each other 
via a second pafli along the s«iond undulating band-like element, the second path having a second 
^^^A pc^v. cp.T,niT,f. a phmilitv of peaks and troughs and brinp the shortest path along 
the secondur ^^l'rt^nphand -like element between adjacent second interconnecting elements, ^i^toaa 
the first path lengtti is different from the second path lengthy 

^h^iTi each of the calls between t h e first and third <indulating band-Hke elements is 
hounded bvtwn intefcnnnecting elements, a n ortion of the sec^d undulatiqpbsnd and a portion of 
either the first or the third ""Hnii^t^p hand-like element 

55. (Canceled) 

56. (Previously presented) ' The stent of claim 54 wherein the first and second undulating band- 
like clients are characterized by different amplitudes. 

57. (Previously presented) The stent of claim 54 -vAerein the first pafti lenglli is longer than the 
second path length- 

58. (Pteviously presented) The stent ofclaim 46 whereinthe first amplitude is equal to the second 
amplitude and the first wavelength is equal to the second wavelength. 

59. (New) A stent extending about a longitudinal axis, the stent comprising a plurality of 
interconnected alternating first and second serpentine circumferential bands, 

each of flie first serpentine circumferential bands which alternate with the second seipentine 
circumferential bands having a first number of turns, each of the second seipentine circumferential 
bauds characterized by a second number of turns, the first number of turns exceeding the second 
number of turns, the length of the first bands as measured in a longitudinal direction exceeding the 
iei^ of the second bands as measured in a longitudinal direction, 

the first and second serpentine circumferential bands arranged such that one second 
seipentine circumferential band is provided between every two successive first seipentme bands and 
connected thereto, and one first serpentine circumferential band is provided between every two 
successive second serpentine bands and connected thereto, 

the interconnected alttsmating first and second serpentine circumferaxtial bands defining a 
pluiaHty of cells each of which is bounded at one end by an end wall comprising a pluraUty of turns 
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Of a first serpentine circumferential band and al another end by another end wall comprising a 
plurahty of turnsofasecondsetpentinedrcimrferential band, each of said ceUswMcha^ 
the interconnected first and second serpentine circumferential bands al least partially abutting 
another such ceU and having a portion of an end waU in common with the such ceU, 

each end wall of a ceU having a connected tum whdch is connected to another longitudinally 
adjacent end wall and a plurality of unconnected turns, the unconnected tumsnotbemg connectedto 
the lon^tudinally adjacent end wall. 
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